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THE SEVEN SAYINGS OF CALVARY
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I. WORDS FROM JESUS THE SAVIOR
A. Forgiveness for the Men Who Crucified Him. (Luke 23:34)
B. Forgiveness for the Man Who Confessed Him. (Luke 23:43)

II. WORDS FROM THE SON
A. Bereft of His Mother. (John 19:26-27)
B. Bereft of His Father. (Matt. 27:46)

III. WORDS FROM THE SUFFERER (Mark 15:34)




IV. WORDS FROM THE SOVEREIGN
A. As He Reviewed The Scripture. (John 19:28-30)

and

B. As He Released His Spirit. (Luke 23:46, John. 19:30-37)
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The enemies of the Lord Jesus once declared: "Never man spake like this man.'
That was true of the things that He said in LIFE.
It was also true of the things that He said in DEATH.

"Never man spake like this Man."
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During His closing hours Jesus spoke again and again.

He spoke SEVEN TIMES and in FOUR CAPACITIES.

L fBL TERERERCE | BY S EEE

a. —IOEHFIILHIAY AGRAY (B&H=34)

b. —ZUEE AR AT A SRR (BSH=43)
VR ADG: 157 9 =3 W : O i 3

a. —IIEEMAE T EERERERAY » (&917126~27)

b, —TRE ML TICHRREREY » CRHE46 5 7]1+7134)
L #ibA T ERfRE 2 | KU S BrEREs (49171 28)
v. Pl TR RSEE AR | NEHEREE

a. — B E OB ARHR R - (491+T130)

b, — TR E MR EESIRGER Y - (B&H= 46 > &9-1J1.30~37)
—dtR !
1. "RE, Betf. RetfirrEN , afTRS. |
2. "SHRERERELREET. |
3. T®RA,BERNRF. |




4. TEN®G , BHNG K REEBERR.
5. TEBET!,

6. "HT. |

7.

"RE, BRBRNEBERIERFE. |

BT HEERIRE -
~@W§ﬁw&£’m@“u%ﬁ$ VU

—A) > i8] Rt t&k—5) > SRR o
U¥f1£@yﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁkﬁﬁa
A% VU ATEE LA H CAHRE -
Hi = A e R H RS 2 HIRTER B & VU A e R SR 2 (& ER A -

L HE SPOKE AS JESUS THE SAVIOR
a. Once for The Men Who Crucified Him. (Luke 23:34)
b. Once to The Man Who Confessed Him. (Luke 23:43)
11. HE SPOKE AS JESUS THE SON
a. Once When Bereft of His Mother. (John 19:27)
b. Once When He Was Bereft of His Father. (Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34)
111 HE SPOKE AS JESUS THE SUFFERER (John 19:28)
V. HE SPOKE AS JESUS THE SOVEREIGN
a. Once As He Reviewed The Scriptures. (John 19:30)
b. Once When He Released His Spirit.  (Luke 23:46)

Seven times!

1. "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do."
2. "This day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise."

3. "Woman, behold thy son."

4. "My God! My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?"

5. "I thirst!"

6. "It is finished."

7.

"Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit."



All seven sayings have their roots in the O.T.

Once from Exodus, twice from Isaiah, and four times from the Psalms.
The first, middle, and last of the sayings were addressed to God.

The first three sayings relate to those around Him.

The last four have to do with Himself.

The first three sayings were spoken before the darkness fell;

the last four were spoken in the dark.
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L HE SPOKE AS JESUS THE SAVIOR
Asking:
A. Forgiveness for The Men Who Crucified Him
First, we think of CALVARY, the last stop on a long and arduous pathway that

had begun in heaven and ended up on earth.
Visitors to Jerusalem are shown an ancient street that winds through the city.

The Roman name is THE VIA DOLOROSA.
It is the road that led to the place called Calvary.



But there is an older, a longer VIA DOLOROSA than that.

It led all the way from GLORY to GALILEE; from GALILEE to
GETHSEMANE, from GETHSEMANE TO GABBATHA and from GABBATHA to
GOLGOTHA; and from GOLGOTHA to the GRAVE.

All the way from GLORY to the GRAVE.
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Christ had been manhandled and mauled, beaten and bruised, slapped and

scoffed-at and scourged. He arrived at last at the place of the skull - Calvary!

He was in agony from the fearful scourging He had received.
A black man from Africa had dragged His cross for Him the last stretch of the

way. Then he laid it down, and with tremendous relief, vanished into the crowd.

A white man from Europe, the Centurion, was there to oversee His crucifixion.




Oh yes! There was the legal fiction that this was an execution for High Treason,

but that didn't deceive anyone.

This was cold-blooded murder!

The Romans, the Rabbis and the rabble all knew this was murder.

This was not mere homicide. This was worse than homicide, or patricide, or

regicide, even genocide!

& -

(I could not find a word for it.)

This was the murder of God, manifest in flesh!

Nor is there any known punishment adequate for it.

The Jews and Romans joined hands in this hellish act.
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So, at last, Jesus stood face to face with the man with the hammer in his hand.

Jesus looked at the man.

In one hand he had the hammer. In the other hand he held the rusty spikes he

would need for this terrible deed.

Jesus knew the man, of course.

He knew his name, and where he lived.

He knew where he was born and when and where he would die.

He knew all about his hopes and fears, his likes and dislikes.




And He knew all about his loved ones back home.
And he knew all about his sins.
And He loved him . . .

And was about to die for him!
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The soldier pointed to the cross lying on the ground where the black man had

dropped it.

And Jesus stretched Himself upon it.



And lying there, on His back, a final brief moment free from pain was His.

And lying there, upon His back He saw something which made Him pray.

It was something no one else connected with this heinous crime could see.

He saw beyond the clouds, beyond the galaxies, on up to heaven's heights.

And there poised over the battlements of heaven, with drawn swords in their
hands, waiting for a word from Him, were the angels. 12 legions!
The martial angels.

All 72,000 of them. HE KNEW THEIR POWER.

And well He knew their power!
One angel in one night had demolished the mighty Assyrian army before

Jerusalem's walls.

They were now straining over the battlements of heaven.

One word from Him and down they would have come.

They would have swept Jerusalem into oblivion.

They would have stamped flat the high hills of Judah and turned to blood the
waters of the seven seas.

They would have ushered in Armageddon then and there and made an end of it.

All they wanted was a word.

Then — that word came.

Up, up, it winged its way, even as the soldier hefted his axe for the blow:

"FATHER FORGIVE THEM FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO."

Forgiveness — for the men who crucified Him!

And the angels said, "NOW ISN'T THAT JUST LIKE HIM?"

B. fifcse A gAY A (B8t = 43)

T {E 3 RO 14T -
—{EEHT > P A RSB -

—{EYOR T PR AE R T LS T -

(EBEERITAE o IR AT e — (A St R EL AT 525 -
A2 5 -

BB » (10 P35 2 B B -




10

WA A - — (A > — (B -

BN > AR AL AR -

B T REER—HTHENE -

EEFEERHA(EE - AT -

RN EE—

2 AFIEREE RN H 74 - A i m ae B2 AR T Y — R (4 (i

Asking:
B. Forgiveness for the Man Who Confessed Him

Two thieves were crucified with Christ.

One was saved that none might despair.

One was lost so that none might presume.

But to begin with, there was nothing to choose between them. . . no virtue of one

above the other.

Both were thieves.

Both allowed a stream of filth and blasphemy to pour out of their mouths.

Both mocked at Christ, one on each side of Him.

Doubitless, too, both had heard of Jesus.

It was said of Him that "He went about doing good."
The whole country rang with His message and with His miracles.
The whole country agog -

It is not impossible that they had even seen a miracle or two at some time during

their banditry days.
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One thing we do know — at some point ONE of the thieves stopped cursing.

He began to look and to listen.

He learned the Gospel from Christ's enemies.

From the placard nailed above the Lord's head on that center cross were the
words: "JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS."

He saw those that passed by wag their heads at Jesus. He heard them say: "IF
THOU BE THE SON OF GOD COME DOWN FROM THE CROSS."

He heard the Chief Priests and the scribes and the elders — the members of the
official religious establishment mock Him: "HE SAVED OTHERS, HIMSELF HE
CANNOT SAVE."

Sovereign, Son, and Savior.
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All outward appearances to the contrary notwithstanding THAT IS WHO HE

WAS.
It didn't look like it.
But the dying thief's faith soared.

It was raw, naked faith.

But the Lord's own words rang loud and clear in his soul: "FATHER FORGIVE
THEM..."

And "faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God."

He had nothing to lose and everything to gain!

He launched out into the deep:
He cried "LORD REMEMBER ME WHEN THOU COMEST INTO THY
KINGDOM."

Back came the answer:

"Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt Thou be with Me in Paradise."

And heaven came down and glory filled his soul.

He was the first trophy of Calvary.
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Having spoken twice as SAVIOR, the Lord now speaks twice as SON — once as

Son of man, and once as Son of God.

II. WORDS FROM JESUS THE SON

He speaks first in this capacity, as Son, when he was:

A. Bereft of His Mother

For Mary, His mother, was there.

He sent her away.

Standing beside her was John, one of His closest friends on earth.
"Woman," He said, "Behold thy son."

To John He said, "Behold thy mother."

They looked at each other. They looked at Him.

Slowly they left the scene.

We can well believe that a wave of loneliness and loss surged in over His soul
as they disappeared from view.

She was, after all, His mother.

She alone, that day, knew the truth about Him.

She KNEW that He had been immaculately conceived.

She KNEW that He was God incarnate, God manifest "in the flesh" — that in
Him dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.

She knew that He was without sin — holy, harmless and undefiled and

separate from sinners.
She knew that that HOLY CHILD which had been born of her was, in very
fact, the SON OF GOD.

She had watched Him take His first stumbling steps.

She had listened to His earliest words.
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She had been His friend and early counselor.

She had been the first to open to Him the Scriptures.

He would not have been human had He not felt a fresh pang of loneliness as she

turned her back and went her way, leaning on another's arm.

But here was more to it than that.

If ever you are in Vichy, in France, be sure to go to the Roman Catholic Church

— OUR LADY OF HEALING.

A black image of the Virgin Mary is the chief object of worship.

High up in the dome of the church is a giant picture.

Christ is in the shadows.

Mary dominates the foreground.

Her robes light up when the sun's rays strike it through the stained glass windows.

She is obviously the more important figure of the two.

She stands triumphant trampling a writhing serpent beneath her feet.

Beneath her is a Bible verse — a quotation from John 3:16.

But then, in giant letters which dwarf the Bible text, is a quotation from Saint
Bernard: "IT IS GOD'S WILL THAT WE RECEIVE ALL THINGS THROUGH
MARY."

No wonder Jesus sent Mary away. NO WONDER . . .

There must not be even the slightest hint, not even the faintest suggestion, for any
such statement as that.

The Lord could look down the centuries.

He could see the ever-increasing worship of Mary as millions upon millions of

people were taught that the Lord was angry at them, and that they should come to Him

through Mary!

Jesus simply sent her away.
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But there was to be an even greater sense of loss and loneliness than that.

He spoke again as JESUS THE SON when He was:

B. Bereft of His Father

The darkness came.

A supernatural darkness that lasted for three long hours.

Total, abysmal darkness.

The light of the sun, the light of the moon, the light of the stars all vanished

from the sky.
Pitch-black darkness swept in and blotted all from view.

I was in a cave once.

16
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It was the cave Mark Twain tells us about in his famous book TOM
SAWYER.

Visitors can still visit that cave which winds its way deeper and deeper into the
bowels of the earth.

The way is lighted now with electric lights.

After a sufficient number of twists and turns the guide suddenly shuts off the

lights.
The darkness is intense, total, terrible — a physical horror which numbs the

very soul!
We can well believe that as that terrifying darkness came down that all voices

were stilled.

Silence reigned.

Then out of the darkness came a cry.
"My God, My God, Why has Thou forsaken Me?"

"Eli! Eli! Lama sabacthani."

He Who knew no sin was made sin for us.

There is no way we can understand a saying like that.
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In the old days of sailing ships, when navigation was primitive and relied on the
sun and the stars, the vessels kept close to the shores.

When hugging the coastline a man was always kept busy with a sounding line.

He had to call back to the captain how much water was beneath the ship's keel.

The deeper the water the better they felt.

There were no words more cheering to a captain on a lee shore than for the man

with the sounding line to say: "NO BOTTOM WITH THIS LINE!"

At Calvary it was the opposite case.
"No bottom with this line!"
The sins now being dredged up and heaped upon Him were unfathomable.

"NO BOTTOM WITH THIS LINE."

The sin of the world was now His!

His mother was now gone — she could serve no purpose here.

And His FATHER was gone.

There was no bottom.
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All the torments of Hell were in His voice as He cried.

He had known all about sin, of course.

HE HAD SEEN Satan fall from heaven, laden with sin.

He had seen sin bring Adam down from his throne.

Every single sin of every single man and every woman and every boy and every

girl — all were known to Him.

He had been given a glimpse of it in GETHSEMANE.

The sight of it brought blood to His brow and a cry of anguish from His soul.
Now He was MADE SIN.
"NO BOTTOM WITH THIS LINE."

The best thing we can do is leave it there.
God doesn't want us to know the fearful torments He suffered in that dark, lone
hour on the tree.

The ordeal was over.
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He spoke again. This time:
3. HE SPOKE AS JESUS THE SUFFERER
"I thirst!" He said.

It was the only time He made mention of His anguish and pain.
He had begun His public ministry by being HUNGRY.
He now concluded it by being THIRSTY..

Even then He spoke the words so that those around might be prompted to act.

Someone sitting there found a sponge, dipped it in vinegar, stuck it on a reed and
gave him a drink of sour wine.

And thus fulfilled an ancient prophesy.

Up in heaven ten thousand angels rushed to the crystal stream to bring Him water
from the river of life.
If that were so, their eagerness was curbed.

They had ministered to Him in the wilderness.

They had ministered to Him in Gethsemane.

They could not minister to Him now.

Besides, it was almost over.

Two more words and His Spirit would be there, with them in Paradise.

REFEE T
SR AU -
=

IV.  HRUEEEME SR -
HEFHEHAGE S - MAVEREA G R -
HREGUATAES RVERE 1% > 2EEHEEY) -
AR IE W ARG > SRR AT N R BTN RE -
e« T HE T, o BRI EIEAYHEE -




i e

B o

21
HAE > fIHYRIA)RE > ZREH T -
%—‘ b

A. E A o] By -
BN A A MR EEA 2 AR 2R B > it A RER S

HEMEETHIRTEH - A RERIGH -
BHLER LB HER A > IR A RERHE > (OB B ey &5 A

AV HIARIE | i B B YRR -

il 2 Btk ] AR HE 24K

M IERRAE —{(EAFTHY ~ EIEE TR FE S A -

FEEELT > ABE RIS - E RS (AR SE TARREEY -
{(EAT—pr A BT LI e

— R B A TERS -

PRI - 4l 222 HE S A S e AR AR

TEEEPY - —ERFIHEHIA -

BB (2 0IMHESEEE) - A 1189 E % -
ST AR S —E——3HF 23, 214 i -
s — VIl B e ———3£ 502,430 fE 5 -

BT Bt PR B A SRA A0 2 -

DIFF A - BARR E R — BT ER S -
ARG E T HVEEY - #E ey - MR - BEERATEENY -
HIRIEELIFT A TR K12 B IR

HIRIEEE LY T A BT S -

AR AE LA 1 7y R o - WP 2 Bt 55— 2RO RBEAY - WREE 2 Bt F 2y A

B ERAEAA A AT EL RS R T - R 5

Rapidly now, events drew to their close.

He has but two more things to say.

This time:
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4. HE SPOKE AS JESUS THE SOVEREIGN

As sovereign, Lord God of the universe, no less.
Still in absolute control of all things as when He sat enthroned on High.

In these last two utterances He shows us His OMNISCIENCE and His

OMNIPOTENCE.

trial.

death.

His statement: "I thirst!" underlined His true Humanity.

Now, in His last two cries, He underlines His Deity.

First,

a. He Reviewed The Scripture.

He did not waste time, as He hung upon that accursed tree, bemoaning His unjust

He did not waste time counting the hours and minutes to His rendezvous with

He did not waste time replying to those benighted men who found it in their

withered souls to hurl insults in His teeth.

Oh no! He had a far more important and essential way to spend His time.
He spent those hours reviewing the Scriptures.

He was engaged in a monumental countdown.

There were hundreds of statements in the Old Testament which had to do with His

Person and His work.

Not a single one of them must be broken.

Every last one of them must be fulfilled to the very jot and tittle.

He spent His time searching the Scriptures.
All the way from Moses to Malachi.
The Old Testament, at least in our English Bible, has 1189 chapters.

He passed them all in review — all 23,214 verses.

He knew them all off by heart — all 592,439 words.




23

They flowed like a mighty rushing river through the disciplined banks of His
mind.

In Hebrew and in Greek — He knew them all.

He acknowledged every one of them to be God-breathed, inerrant, Divinely
inspired.

He knew all the O.T. types and shadows.

He knew all the direct prophetic statements.

He had to separate all the Scriptures which had to do with His FIRST coming

from all the Scriptures which had to do with His SECOND coming.

One and all they were summoned before His peerless mind for review.
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He compared EVERY CHAPTER, EVERY VERSE, AND EVERY LINE of the
INSPIRED Word
With

EVERY MOMENT OF EVERY HOUR OF EVERY DAY of His life on earth as
the INCARNATE WORD.
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He had fulfilled them all — every last one of them, right down to His request,

just a moment ago, for a drink.

There was no discrepancy.
Satisfied He allowed Himself a SHOUT:
It is finished! FINISHED!

And as He checked off the very last Scripture down here on earth, God did the
same up there on high.

There was NO DISCREPANCY.

It was FINISHED INDEED!

NOW HE COULD COME HOME!
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Finally:
b. He Released His Spirit

"No man taketh My life from Me," He once said, "I lay it down of Myself . . . this
commandment have I received of My Father."
"Father into Thy hands I commend My Spirit" He said.

In the meantime, back at the Governor's palace, a restless and resentful Pilate

found himself afflicted once again by the Sanhedrin.

A holiday was upon them — a high, holy holiday.

It was unthinkable that those three criminals be left on their ghastly crosses and

assail the eyes and ears of the Chosen People on this the greatest feast day of the year.

But Rome had not yet had its pound of flesh.

A crucifixion was not to be hurried.

It took a strong man days to die on the cross — every single, excruciating moment

a thousand deaths.
Indeed, Rome had not yet had its pound of flesh.
So what was to be lost in terms of TIME must be made up in terms of TORTURE.

"Break their legs," Pilate said to the soldier at his side. "Go and break their legs."

It was an act of incredible cruelty!

The word used to describe the actual breaking of the legs of the thieves is
"katagnum" (John 19:31).

It means "to be broken in pieces" SHATTERED!
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The word for legs is "skelos" — it means "from the hip downward."

We can see the soldiers wield their hammers once more.

Thus were the two thieves hurled into eternity.

The one to go out into a lost eternity.

The other to find himself safe in the arms of Jesus.

For JESUS WAS ALREADY DEAD.
He had anticipated this.

He had just reviewed the Scriptures bearing on this very act.

NO BONE OF HIM WAS TO BE BROKEN. (Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12)
Thus, before the soldiers came, HE DISMISSED HIS SPIRIT.

When they arrived HE WAS DEAD ALREADY.

For there was no hammer forged on earth which could have broken HIS legs.
"His legs are as pillars of marble," the Shulamite had said of her beloved.

AND SO WERE HIS.




27

Such then, were the seven last sayings of Jesus.

There was no more to say.

"Write these words into a Book. Write them with an iron pen. Write them into
the Rock for ever."

"NO MAN SPAKE LIKE THIS MAN."

Not in life.

Not in death.
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So that was the end of it.
"Father into Thy hands I commend my Spirit" He said.

And He was gone.

But NO!

THAT was not the end.

"Go back, Mr. Scribe.

Resharpen your iron pen.

Bring here your molten lead.

The Jewish rulers thought they had got rid of Him and His sayings. Oh! No!
THEY HAVEN'T —

For THIS SAME JESUS is BACK FROM THE DEAD.

He has ASCENDED ON HIGH.

AND HE HAS A LOT MORE TO SAY . ..

He has 27 more books to write.
He has 750 more chapters to add.
He has 7959 more verses

And 181,253 more words . . . .

"Beautiful words, wonderful words,

wonderful words of life."

"SELAH" - THERE, WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THAT?
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